
Rising 7th Grade Parent 
Information  (Presentation Link)

RISING 7TH GRADE TEAM:
Emily Stevens (DEAN)

 Sarah Cassette (COUNSELOR)
Tori Scoffield (HOUSE SECRETARY)

Click HERE to access the Parking Lot to 
post your questions during the presentation.

 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1S_fEFXM5xG9KtiDYZ2KrmRJcwJN20CFB/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=112242479088614814903&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1o-zKrUFlmsXwfFwiqWReSIyfzjPyjRwTUuGKf4fx_Mk/edit?usp=sharing


The Administrative Team

► Will Waldman, Principal

► Joe Guinther, Asst. Principal (Testing)

► Kelly Smyth, Asst. Principal (SPED)

► Emily Stevens, Dean

► Sarah Cassette, Counselor



7th Grade Required Courses

► Core courses will be automatically uploaded based on teacher recommendations 
(students will not make core selections).

► Enrollment in the following courses:
• English  • Life Science  • U.S. History
► Math Progression:
• Math 6         (Math 7) Foundations of Algebra
• Foundations of Algebra (Math 8) Pre-Algebra or Algebra 1
• (Math 8) Pre-Algebra Algebra 1
• Algebra 1   Geometry
► Other required courses:
• Health and P.E. • Resource or Spectrum (for 45 minutes)
• Technology & Engineering Education / Family & Consumer Science (1 semester of each)





7th Grade Elective Courses

All students will choose ONE Fine Arts Elective:
► Art 7
► Band 7 (beginning - mid - advanced)
► Chorus
► Guitar 7 (beginning - mid - advanced)
► Strings 7 (beginning - mid - advanced)

All students will choose ONE Additional Elective:
► Introduction to Computer Science
► Computer Science Foundations
► Communication Studies 
► French 1, German 1, Latin 1, Spanish 1, Spanish for Fluent Speakers 1 

(all world languages are high school credit courses)



Intro Computer Science/ Computer 
Science Foundations

► Introduction of Computer Science - Students will primarily utilize block-based 
programming to develop projects in order to think creatively, communicate 
clearly, use technologies fluently, and collaborate effectively. Students will 
study the history of computers and computer science, with a focus on the 
impact of Virginians in addition to building additional programming skills within 
the framework of computer science principles. 

► Computer Science Foundations - course provides students with an introduction 
to text-based programming with a goal of familiarizing students in developing 
and executing computer programs. Students will be introduced to several 
text-based programming languages with an emphasis on computer 
programming within the context of broader concepts of computer science. 
Languages include but are not limited to HTML, Python, JavaScript, and Java.



Communication Studies

► This course introduces students to the basic principles of human 
communication, including interpersonal and small group, 
intercultural, and mediated (mass or electronic) communication and 
public speaking.

► Units of study focus on the communication process, qualities of 
competent communication, and the role of communication in 
developing relationships in a democracy.

► Emphasis will be on developing critical thinking skills and helping 
students develop their media literacy.

► This course is project-based; students will exhibit their learning through 
activities in publication and/or public speaking.



Important notes when taking a World Language  

► For an Advanced Studies Diploma, students must successfully 
complete three years of one language or two years each of two 
different languages.  

► Some colleges may require more than the minimum number of 
world language credits currently needed for the Advanced Studies 
Diploma. 

► Colleges are looking for students to continue a language through 
their senior year of high school.

► It is recommended that a student earn at least a “B” in order to 
progress to the next level of language study.

► The State Seal of Biliteracy is awarded to qualifying graduating 
students with proficiency in English and one or more other 
languages.



Advanced Studies Diploma Requirements

https://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/graduation/advanced_studies.shtml#18


Expunging Grades

► Applicable to high school credit courses taken 
during middle school

► Expunges BOTH the grade AND the credit
► It is automatic if the student earns a final grade 

of F.
► Requires re-taking the course to receive credit 

and to move on to subsequent levels
► Expungement forms will be sent home with all 

FINAL report cards.  Forms MUST be submitted to 
the counselor NO LATER than August 13, 2021.



Verified Credit: Old vs New

► A verified unit of credit is earned by passing 
a high school credit course that is taken at 
the high school and its related end-of-course 
Standards of Learning (SOL) test where an 
end-of-course test is required. 

► Our students can earn the credit but not the 
verified credit.



Supporting the Whole Child

► CONNECT/Advisory:  A daily place to find connections with 
students and staff to support their social/emotional 
wellness.  We currently utilize the “Positivity Project.”  It is 
a great way for students and staff to begin the school day!

► EXPLORE/Clubs:  A place for students to find new interests.  
It will take place every Monday beginning Jan. 25th.

► Breakfast After the Bell:  When students are in the building, 
they can purchase or bring approved food from home to 
assist with their attentiveness, engagement, and 
achievement.



       S.T.R.I.D.E.

• SELF-DISCIPLINE
• TEAM WORK
• RESPECT
• IMPROVEMENT
• DECISION-MAKING
• EMPATHY

• Who makes it happen?
• We make it happen!



Please add any questions 
to the parking lot and Ms. 
Stevens and Ms. Cassette 
will answer them and 
share them out as 
needed.  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xxLZgeUU4wz7EBjCRJGKRjF41Gf2MmxS5KYfaefOtsM/edit?usp=sharing

